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be appointed German envoy to the Pope at Bismarck's sugges-
tion. The Kolnische Zdtung commented at considerable length
upon so unexpected an appointment just when the world was
anticipating developments in the hostile relations between Rome
and Berlin. It pointed out many reasons for considering the
appointment a happy one, and concluded with the remark that
it would prove to Roman Catholics the good faith of the German
Government in its declaration that it would meet all the just
demands of the Catholics. Unfortunately, Lord Odo Russell
and the Kolnische Zeitung were alone in their optimism. The
article met with a cool reception, the appointment which caused
so much surprise did not evoke an equal amount of pleasure in
Berlin. The nationalists regarded the Church with suspicion,
and entirely failed to appreciate the strength of the force against
which they were preparing to pit their energies. The Catholics,
who might have welcomed the appointment, reserved their
opinion pending the Pope's reply. Very few people shared
Russell's statesmanlike view that the Cardinal's peculiar
qualifications would permit him to carry on negotiations be-
tween the Pope and Emperor that might have good results.1
All these speculations were rendered fruitless, however, by the
fact that the Pope declined the proffered olive branch.

When Odo Russell returned to Berlin in September he found
Bismarck deeply gratified by an address he had received from
Lord Kinnaird and other evangelicals assuring him of admiration
and sympathy in his struggle with the ul tramontanes, and
expressing the pious hope that "the Almighty Ruler of mankind
may speedily deliver Europe from the disastrous influence of
ultramontanism and that through your instrumentality Germany
may take the foremost place in the maintenance of those prin-
ciples which exalt the only infallible Head of the Church and
spread peace and concord among nations."2

Fortified by the valuable support of the English evangelicals,
whom he publicly thanked in the National Zeitung, Bismarck
went on.3
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3". , . Your declaration has all the more value as coming from the land which
Europe during the last centuries has learned to reckon as the bulwark of political
and religious freedom.  Very rightly does the address estimate the difficulty of
the contest which has been forced upon us against the will and expectation of
the German Government.